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■ JOB-HUNTING OVER THE HOLIDAYS TIP NO. 1 Send out holiday
greeting cards that include an update about your job search. You
also can thank those who have been helpful in your career search
and let them know the status of your job hunt. SOURCE: CareerJournal.com

■ JOB-HUNTING OVER THE HOLIDAYS TIP NO. 2 Hand-deliver resumés so they don’t get lost in the
holiday rush. SOURCE: CareerJournal.com

Diverse talents pay off
Crash Test
Mommy host can
do more than act
By SANDY CAETANO
Metro Toronto

Finding a job in the film
and television industry, coupled with making sure the
jobs keep coming your way is
a challenge, especially for a
woman, says Canadian actress Nicole Oliver.
Oliver, who now hosts the
Life Network’s Crash Test
Mommy, started her career
fresh out of school when she
was approached to audition
for the role of Det. Kelly
Blake on the television series
Kung Fu: The Legend Continues.
“I guess what I found as a
woman in the industry is it’s
hard to keep working as you
get older,” says Oliver. “I had
a couple of actresses that I
really admired that were
into diversifying their talents, doing different things
within the industry, and I
kind of just learned from
them and 15 years later it’s
paid off.”
Following in the footsteps
of actors like Geena Davis
whose career stretches into
film, television, and producing, Oliver took up voice animation to broaden her own
career — a move which has
served her well.

Nicole Oliver’s career in film and television started right out of school with her role as Det.
Kelly Blake on the television series, Kung Fu: The Legend Continues.

She has been the voice of
He-Man in the popular 1980s
cartoon He-Man And The

Masters Of The Universe,
and has also done the voice of
characters such as Dalphine

in Barbie Mermadia and Tori
in My Little Pony.
Oliver also just wrapped

up her second season of a
cartoon for Warner Brothers
called Krypto, a show about
comic hero Superman’s dog.
“About 15 years ago, if you
did film you didn’t do TV, and
if you did TV you certainly
didn’t do soap operas. There
seemed to be this hierarchy
that seems to have gone
away,” she says. “(Now) you
have to be willing to do a variety of things and instead of
apply for a handful of jobs,
apply for 50 and see what
you get. This business is
about diversity.”
Oliver’s original plan was
to become a lawyer, but her
thespian work in high school
quickly made her change her
mind.
Instead of law school, she
applied to York University’s
theatre school program,
where she graduated with a
Bachelor of Fine Arts degree
with honours.
She also continued with
her studies in at the British
American Dramatic Academy in the U.K.
While working on her latest film, The Foursome, Oliver says the entire camera
crew are all women, which
shows the industry is definitely becoming more accepting of women working
in the field.
“All around I’ve never seen
more women in my life in all
facets of the industry, not
just in front of the camera,”
adds Oliver.

first jobs

Dennis Quaid
ANDREA COMAS/REUTERS

Metro: What was your
first job, and what did you
learn from it that you are
still using today?
Dennis Quaid: I was a
Fuller brush man door-todoor.
I sold household cleaner and four-bristled brushes door-to-door.
I learned a lot about
acting from that because
you had to be a salesman. You talk to people
and get them to buy your
wares.
Actor Dennis Quaid’s latest movie Yours, Mine
And Ours is currently in
theatres. Quaid has also
recently starred in Flight
Of The Phoenix and In
Good Company.
— METRO TORONTO

You want a better career!
You need a plan for success.
CDI College can help you get ready for a rewarding, new career—in less time than you think!
We oﬀer diploma programs in the ﬁelds of business, technology and health care.
Business: Accounting & Payroll Administrator • Business Administration • Executive Oﬃce Assistant • Oﬃce Assistant
Legal Administrative Assistant • Police Foundations • Accounting & Computer Applications • Paralegal Communications
Travel & Tourism • Banking & Financial Services • Hotel & Services Supervisor • Law Clerk • Computer Business Applications Specialist

Focused Training
Career-speciﬁc skills and experience.

Flexible Schedules

Technology: Network Administrator • Network & Internet Security Specialist • Help Desk Analyst • Web Designer
Computer Programmer • Programmer Analyst/Internet Solutions Developer • Programmer Analyst/Web Designer
Analyst/Network Support Analyst

Evening classes available.

Financial Assistance
May be available for those who qualify.
HRSDC & Social Assistance recipients welcome. Registered and approved as a
private career college under the Private Career Colleges Act.

Programmer

Health Care: Dental Chairside Assistant • Personal Support Worker • Medical Oﬃce Administrator • Pharmacy Technician
Intra-Oral Level II Dental Assistant • Medical Laboratory Assistant • Hospital Patient Registration Specialist • Early Childcare Assistant
Orthopaedic Technologist • Addictions Worker • Physiotherapist Assistant/Occupational Therapist Assistant • Massage Therapy
Programs may vary by campus • Career Services Assistance Available

Classes starting soon—call now toll-free!

1-800-701-2261
www.cdi.ca
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