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Nicole Oliver

tcole Oliver might be better known to some as 2 live-

1 action actor than a volce-actor. One of her first jobs out

W of college was on a TV serles, Konp Fi: The Legend
Continires, In which-she played the police-officer pirifriend of
Peter, Caine's son. "In the first season, he had a girifriend who
was a rock-"n"-roll singer,” she says, "and originally | audl-
tioned for that part, but they gave it to a girl from the States.
But they liked me and remembersd me, and my character was
introduced.” At that time, Oliver was very new 10 On-camera
acting. “My first plg on television was a shower scens,” she
laughs. ") didn't even know what a close-up was. | knaw noth-
ing. But that's the show I did right out of schaol,” Ironically L
enough, it's still the role for which she is prabably the most i
rocognized, all around the world. “My cousin was trakking A ChITTOR
through the mountains in Chile,” Dliver remembers, “and she's 2 Key the M
In thie ifttle village where they have two TVs, and she sass my
face in this episods of Kung Fu dubbed In Spanish.”

Dliver got her start In voleé-acting through commencials,
which lad into animation, and finafly, anime. Her anime roles
d have been as diverse as Key the Metal Idofs robetic idof Key
\ 1o the space plrate Emeraldas In Galaxy Express 899, and it's
this diversity of roles that Ollver says she enjoys the most
about volse-acting. *! guess 1t's really starting to open up for
me as I'm gatting more comfortable with exploring all the dif-
ferant voleas | have," she says. “At first | did Queen Emeraldas
with that Klnd of regal thing, with bad-girl, raspy kinds of quali-
tles...| did a couple of those sorts of characters. But I'm find-
Ing now that It's pretty much all over the map. [ just played a
Kathie Lee Gifford-like takk-show host from hell in this new
cartoon show called The Advanioras of Mio. I've dong little
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girls now, and older woman, and I'm really getting a great W:NW Mmm K‘f"g’“ “'" m M
opportunfty o explors all of it. 1t really wonderful.” Oh, It was 1rustrar' bacauge my volos Is very animstad, and

“ it's like walking & fine ine betwesn—you don't to be robotic, but
. 'you can’t be hiiman, And she was a younger gir—and so that
Whan.you're going to 9o into a rele, de you 0o Swytking was a real-challengs to try and find her all the time and to try
Wnineesting to prepars, b recearh ihe part? , and find same humor n it without it being toa one-nots,

It depends on the project. For voice-acting specifically, 'm bacause that's what the charactsr was. She was a young gir
quits a mimic—I have quite an ear for accents and all that. ‘ who thought she wanted to be human, and thought that she was

There's this series called Aoboeop, which Is airing in the States - rohotlc, butwas made that "Q! to protect her. That was definite-
now, and [ played a couple of evil characters recutring in it. I lya mallenge s

One of them Is a Russlan cross bstween the Borg Queen and ] :
Rosa Klebb from From Russis with Love. Her character's b7 pid yms hasa her veice on anyone In
name fs Martha Kluge, and she has a Russlan accant, In that My little cousin, actually—my little cousin Amnda.mra arne

case, | was really boning up to get the accent down 5o | could some voice-actors who have a million voices in their heads, and
concentrate on characier. | ke to try and read the soript [ think that they're incredibly tlessed and lucky. | have a few,
beforehand for volce-acting, much like | would for an an-cam- but ke | said, 'm a mimic, so | often start with volges elther
era part. You get the soript, réad R, flgurs your relationships to from listening to some of my. favorite Hollywood stars or peopie
the other eharacters—what your character wants~—get some around me that have interesting quelities,-and then | take it from
ideas In your brain on how you might like to approach it. But thers and make it my gwn. But that's where Key’s voice came
the bottorn lins is, whethsr it's volce-acting or in front of the from, and the singing was fust an amazing experience—getiing
C&Mara, as sbon 4s you wakk onto the set or into the recording to sing in character.
studio, you gotta let it all go, because you never know what's
going to happen. [LAUGHS] And be willing to rock ‘o’ roll, as So you did some of the singing vourseli?
they say. But yeah, | do a fair amount of preparation— mean, Yeah, | did her singing. The English songs she sang were in my
if the director says do something, [ do it. But it's also quite voice. :
fiice 1o he able 1o say, Well, what if it wers this, becausa | think
this is how this character feels. So did you do 2 fot of voeal iraining for that as well?

I did years ago. | started out in musical theater, and ( had to
Let's talk about two of the more recent characters you've take ft all through schaol, |'meas, | sarg In a band, but # was
played. You just finished Xiu-Xin in 4 Chinese Ghost Story rock ‘n’ roll. [LAUGHS] But #t's-baen a whils, My focus has been
and you were also Key. Your natural voice sounds very dif- on acting onecamera, arid the Smﬁlnﬂ stuffhas gotten sidelined.
ferent from Key. , s
[LAUGHS] | know. How how shsat Xu-Xis. Wikt uhs that Ny o

| llked her-——=shs was closar to ma vocally, definitely. She's realy




and she guttu fight, whicir4- qul_tn alIhouult

iittle hard on your;voice when o by i
fight scenes all the time. | quiteerjoyed
release—you get to stand Ir the booth 4
around. s grezt agyression therapy, -

Gots all your anget vel, Wha figeds Tag
{LAUEHS] Wha needs Tae Bo when ym.l

Xin and her sistar, Unfortunatsly, wa.don't record 'w.tn
other actors af the same time. | algo do-a ot of Whtat

. they call the preiay animation—ike whit-tiey do o
Saturday-morming cartoon aim vehers: ﬂmy anlrpaﬁ" g

B

youldndofhavetnacluulaﬂﬂuom
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slons of thom cheuglag as the prodaction wet on?
O do you find tkat sermally happsns with the pro-
jocty—you stari with semo sort of lafifal idea of what
the charasters aro iike aid over Hims K will change?
I think—yaah, generaliy. | try to-go with hroa:lstmkas
of the character if that-makes sense—red, yellow, . -

~ _ groen, blug...you're shading the character. | really -
experlencad that with Kay, becausa | did herwquﬂe
2 long time. So:1 was very comfortabla-with her, but !
also got to find:shore of hersenss of humeor For rm,
that was 2 discovery 1 mads with the character—sha
has qufts a dry wit- In the recording sesslons, [Viz
Videa producer} Toshi would go, “0%ay this is not a
slicom, Nicki, lef’s get back to the stor™ [LAUGHS)
Even with A Chisese Ghost Story—. |iked Xiu-Xin
miora-as it want on. She was very manipulative at first,
and the mors you are with a character the more you
get to find eut about-all the differsrit litle corriers thay
irave. It's Iike with astybody you meet in real Iife, the
longer you hang around with them, the more you really
g6t to know them. | guess { really sxperisnced that
with Key becauss ['was with her the longest.

De you siijoy watohing the animatien yau'rs [n? Or
., 0 YOU ovor-waleh it at ali?
5:4 I do, actually. | often askformplesaflt,andl]uﬁ
7 think anlmigtion is.such an amazing art form. I'm really
< quite biown away with the animators and the paople
;;g who draw the backgrounds and all that. [ just think it's
" £ an |ncredible taient, tt's an Idea in thelr heads, and they
‘jiist bring it %o 1ife, And | kmow that the voices are often
the last part In, aven after tha skstehes have basn done
-* oF even before the prelays, Although they ara animat-
=5 Ing off your voice, they Have a definite concept and
design of what thia ctisracter lobks lIks. | love watching
it. This whele Idea of voles~aciing has given me an
excuse 10 watch Ssturday-oming cartoons for the
rest ufmyllle.llulvasmeagmtexensetnbealqd
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Hofars you become 8 volcy-actor?

Oh, yes. 'm a huge Bugs Bonay fan. Huge. Oh, and
the Walt Disney flime—Bambi, Spow Waite—my dad

~, for me to do. It was one of those situations where
= you've worked for the company before, and it was,
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would take me to them, Growing up with Saturday-
maming cartoons, it was Looney Tunes, Tom & Jerry,
and stuff. Cartoons are so much different now. Mr.
Msgoo, Yogi Bear, The Filnistones, all the great ones.
Tha Fiinstones at funchiime wag g fitual. ] would rush
home to watch The Flintsterses. Now, my younger
brothers ars total Simpsons freaks. Half ihe-universe
Is. And | do watch 7he Simpseasand lugh with
Futurama. And my mom used to say when The
Flintstones ware on that it was for adults and that it's
really funny if vou watch it as an adul—idids don't get
all the stuif that's In thers. I'm a big cartoon watcher.

Whet wea you say Is the sirangest role you've ever
had fo played ag a !

Woll, | can't remamber the name of it, but some of the
mere adult-oriented anime...that's been a little bizarre
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“Hey, we'd love you to come in,"and 'm Itks, "Surel”
because it's fun. So ) go walking in there, and they go,
“Well, It's a litle adz/™ and I'm looking at the script
and...aha—women in the hot tub! [LAUGHS] That's
why it's been a lithe strange, when.you're simulating
those kinds of acts. s just you and a microphane,
and you ook out and the whole control raom s falling
ovar with laughter. That's when it gets a litte weird.
That's besn the maost bizzrre, Evarything else has been
pretty much olay. | did play thase psycho twins in
Ranma 1/2, they were a little freaky. Their names were
Ling-Ling and Lung~Lung, and they were Hke these -
1l hyperactive girls from hell. And that litHe guy run-
ning around looking up everyone's dress. »

Other haa Kimy Fir and the mpsoming mevie, I»
therw any olher ies-action work you'vs doas thet our
readovs may hive seen?

Well, lot rna see, | have guest-starred on a show called
Total Reeafiwhich is 2 naw show on Showtime. Pve
dona First Wave, | dld Dead Man's Bua, which ks on
Showtime, and | had a recurring role on a sertes called
FX: Tha Sarias. | played the New York cox's wifs on
that. ['ve done Miflennium, and Stargate SGitor
Showtime, and Pve done the Oufer Limifs. Fm raally
tucky that I'm at a place in my on-camera career whare
1 just do guest-star parts or [sad roles. 1t's a reafly
lovely place to be.

8o what's mext for yau? What's yoor next hig projest?
I'm staritng on a cartoon garies next waek with tha
pralay. The working title is "Nascar Super Chargers.”
Pve started promoting ry film, and P waiting to hear
on a couple of projects. But P'm busler than not, that's
for sure.

Do you kave any slusing message ar words of
advice for aspiring voice-asters wha oae day wosid
fike to play for a {tving?

Just do it. The only thing that will stop you from
doing It is yoursetf. if you've got the drive and the
desira and you want to try, it's as simple as putting
ona foot in front of the other, be it going to a theatsr
school or checking out somebody you know whe does
it already and asking them o give you a hand. [ really
think [t's just as simple as giving It 2 go, because the
warst thing you can say is, What would have hap-

pened if...7 %
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