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Nicole Oliver 

N twle Oliver mlght be better known to soms 8s a lb 
acbion actor than a vdc8-mw. One of her first bk out 
ofwllegewasonaTVsedes,AlrrvrgFlr:TBe&md 

C o s t h &  In whlch.she played the p o l l c ~ w r  @ M e n d  of 
Petar, Gainah son. 'In the first season, he had a glrffrlend who 
was a ruck-'n'-dl singer,' she says, 'and orlolmlly I audl- 
t s d  for that part, but they gaw it to a girl fmm the $Ma. 
But they IW me and m e m W  me, and my was 
Introduced.' At that time, O l i r  was very new to on-camera 
acilng. 'My flrst gtg on televtslon was a shower scene,' she 
lau~hs. 'I didnl even know w h l  a doseup was. I knew noth- 
Inp. But W the show I dM right out of school," Ironically 
enough, W$ all the role for whfdt she is probably the most 
teeogniml, all around the world. "My cousin was trekklng 
through We rnountdns in Chile,' Olkrer remembers, "and she's 
In thts IMe village where they have two f V s ,  and she saes my 
Face in thls eplsode of Kung FB dubbed In Spanish.* 

Olhr pot her Mart In voloe-actlng through commercials, 
which led into anlmatlon, and finally, anlme. Her anime m l w  
have been as dlverse as Key the W l  Wfs r o W c  idol hy 
to the space plrate Emeraldas In Baby &pmm WLl and Ws 
thls dlverslty of rolls fhM Ltllver says she enjop the mDst 
about volce-actlng, *I guess Ih really slatlng to up for 
me a6 I'm gettlng more comfortable with exploring all the dif- 
ferenf voices I haw," she says. 'At lrsi I did Queen Emeraldas 
wHh that klrsd of regal thing, wltll Mgld.  kinds of quali- 
tles...l dld a couple oi thaw sorts of characten. But I'm find- 
Ing now mat It's pmt@ much all o w  the map. I Iugt ptayed a 
Kathb Lee Offord-like lak-ahwv host from hell in ths new 
cartwn show called Tlk A- 81 #/Ma I k  done IittIo 
glds now, and older women, and I'm really getting a great 
oppwtuntty to wlom an of It It's redly wpnhrtul." 

m.wr~gdsl@flm~#b,&Wbe- 
~tocrrprr.In~-m 
It depends on the prplect For wlw-actlng spaclflfically, I'm 
q u b  a mhnlc-4 h qub an ear for accents and all that, 
there% thls sedw called R m  whtch Is airlng In tha States 
now, and I pw a wupk of evll characters recurring In It. 
One of them Is a Flwh cross between the Borg Queen and 
Rosa Klebb fmm F m  R m t a  WM Lum Her character's 
name k Martha Kluge, and she has a Russlan accent. In that 
case, I was reatgr bonlng up to get the accent down so I could 
concentrate on character. 1 Xke to try and read the script 
beforehand for voice-actlng, much Ilke I would for an okcam- 
era part. You get the script, read R, flgure your rela~onshlps to 
the other charactewwhat your character w a m e t  some 
ideas In your braln on how you might llke to qpmach tt. But 
the bottom line is, whether Irs volca-adlng or in front of the 
camera, as soon as you walk onto the set or Into the remrdlnn 
studlo, you 00th Id if all po, because you never h o w  w M  
golng to happen. [LAUGHS] And be willlng to mk 'n' rotl, as 
they say. But yeah, 1 do a falr amount of preparation+ mean, 
If ths dimtor says do something. I do it. But Ws also qulta 
nice to be able to say, WEII, what If k wen  this, b u s e  I thlnk 
fRls Is how thls chamfer M s .  

I .- : 
w I t a t r r a s ~ . t m ~ m  ~l~#y tw~eRLjau  s~ttidtlql 

--  ~ ? ~ c # d "  Rtlctrn~'~IbBt 
oh. ~t was 1 ~ ~ l m E  bmauge my wiw is wry anlmatad, and ' W Uke walldng a flne llne betwwn+u don1 to be robotic, but 

- you can7 be human. And she was a ywnger glrl-and a that 
+,'Z;v. was a real chaflenpo to try and flnd her a i  the tlme and to try 
;.= 9 r ,,;, . ,, and find soma humor h It Wout it being too one-note, 
-15 -, hcaux thds what the cRaraeter wras She was a youno gld 

who thought she wantad In be human, and UwugMthat she was 
- t~bot l~ ,  bbut ws @ w-_~.h protect T M  iW defl* 

1 , '  . lyachllenge. ; ; ; - p s , ,  
I... . . __,, - - .x  
I . .C 

! I  '. -- 
f-, wudn ~manda ~ h e m  am 

I thlnkthat they'wiwdii  b k d  arld Iudy. I lm a fw, 
b u t h l  &I, I'rnana'r&soI oltensktwffhvolcsselther 
fmm I lsWng to som of my favwite sim or people 
around me that hm btmdng qualili&, B, trndn I taka It from 
t h e r e ~ m a k e B m y o r m . B u t ~ w h w B ~ v o l c e m  
from, and the dnainn was iust an amdm mde-IW 

I dld y&rs a ~ o .  I mEslrtad out in mu&l dieater, and I had to 
take It all through schaol. I m, I sang In a band, btn $was 
rock ht roll. [WGHS] aN ws hen a whlle. ivsy focus has been 
on acting meamera, and fh8 slnglnQ mfl has gom sldellned. 

. .. 

mhm&w~.Wiiif~w-hht. 
I llked her--she was closer to me vocally, Wily. She% reany 
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-1-h WMU f would 
and aha gor m RIM, whn4 qul9e 9 .h-rn~h<@&~~ mom 
i l ~  lard on ywrxice when ya try-&$$~wg; and 
fight scanes all tlm tlme. 1 qulte efil@ L~s+ \ggi&t -no, hi Mms T l b e A F l l n ~  all MI great o m  
re lem-yu(ettost lndlnWtmth~~&~'  hHlnr*ncrdlunch~mWarihraII1rn~Hwh 
wound. It% great apgrisston theragy.. +:- - - home to wakh T h  fl/nWwm. Now, mym 

brPthers are tohl # iqwm freaks. Hrdf Wvnlmrse 
w II your 8noa art. ~ b a  p o e 6 & ~ . ~ .  L s . A n d I d o w a t c h ~ 8 l m ~ a n d Y u ~ w i a  7 
[LAUGHS] Who t W s  b 60 when ~ ' ~ a n - ~ @ a ; ~  fulurrrm And my mom used lo w when lh 
blt of animel I mafly enjoyed doing ?h# a la* FihMoms~~re on that It ~ r a ~  fur adulb and that it's , 
oreat fun. I really tlked the m ~ ~ g  b&@m r d y  funny If you wtch it as an adult-ktds don't @ 
Xln and hw sister. Unfortunafdyl we tidn't 1 the stulf M In there. I'm a blg cartoon w&~N. 
other actors al the same time. L also &a,lgt>~f-~$fb 

. t h q r c a l l t h e p r e b a y n t m a t W l l l e W ~ Q o ~  Whst*wllmlslltl~~rPleIsr"us~m 
Saturdwmoming cartom Sws, whm d i q  hd b R M  W a rrlkbaol#P 
the imagm off your v o w  w b n  ~ O U  r W ~ y A ~ ,  

r̂ -., 
+st those, yuu're In a rwm whh a l r ~ o t h w w h ~ ~ ~  :. mo 
i$ , you get to p& off each othar. Sp mia oflheu, for 

in anlme Is M n g  to.pla)r off a TV h I - @ W > d o  
f l m ~  not rn the m Ejlgm voSce&if-p *Heym w'd lova yw to come in: and I'm Rke, "Surel" 
ywldndof h a v e t o a c l c t w t l t t h ? ~  m u s e  it's fun. So I go walldnp in rtrere, and W go, 

"Well, I b  a IMe adult," and I'm looking at the script 
m t a ~ X b X h a d # q , ~ l d y w b d y s l l r ~  a n d . . . ~ m e n I n t h e h o t t u b ! [ k U G H S ] W k  
dap el 111811 C B a a  BI m pmhcth m m7 why I# been a littfe sbmge, when yw're sirnulatlng 
r n l o ~ f l n t l ~ - h m l r # b f ~ 8 p m -  thoseMndsofac$;.~Iustyouandamicmphone, 
-m.IILeddmk~~ofm andyoulookoutandth~wh~contmlmomLsfalllng 
tRa atr !&a aw #arm #MI -0 over with laughter, Th& when il gets a lit& weird. 
I thM-h, ganera@. I try to go wrth h a d  smhs XW'S bfm the most bbm Everything has been 
of the chmder If thrmrrkes lense--red, yellow, p M y  much okay. I did play thm p- mvlns In - , g m ,  blue ...y ou'm m n g  the  cham^ 1 realfy ffl, were a W. names 
e m r l g m  w, 1 did her pvar Ling-Ung and LullpLung, md they Were Nka the38 16 -: 
a long time. Sa I was wry comfombls wm her, but I tle Wrac#ve ~ l r l s  from hell. ~ n d  that IWe puy mn- 
also got to Ilnd mm ot her SUM of h u m  For m, "nQ wound lmldng up eve Wone'S dress. ' 
thal was a d l w w y  1 made wlth h chslmc&r+ 
has quMa dry wit In the r ~ ~ 4 r d m g  wlong piz mfi tLe BWb, b 
~ d e o  prodlwr~ toshl would go, w ~ ~ I I S  is not a ~ W ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ o ~  
dmm, NM, ters g8t back to ttle stow* IWHSI w n e l  b$m- 

wm A m m  m w  1~ Well, let ma sw, I have guest-stanad on a show cded 
it went she was vary d p u m e  fia TOM ReeajYwhlch Is a a SIWW on Showbfme. 1% 

~ d ~ r n ~ y ~ a n v m a ~ t h e j m ~ y w  d ~ n s M ~ ~ I d l d M ~ $ k , w h k h L g ~ n  
pet to rn out about the dtffem 1 1 b  M- they Showtlm, and 1 had a muMng role on a d s  C ~ I M  
~ W s I [ k e w I t h $ n y b o d y p u m ~ i n ~ I s f e , ~ e  f X ' ~ ~ * ~ ~ ~ t h e N e w ~ ~ w ~ ~ ~ n  
bnper you h g  amund with them, the more you really that. Wedone m n l u ~  md SGIfor 
g~ t~ klw thern. I gyem I d b  med~nced 8 howllme, and I've done the &tter L m l k .  I'm realb 
with I(By becaw I was nAth her the lonu& lucky Ihat t'rn at a plw h my o n w m  mresr when 

1 just do guest-s$r park or l e d  roles. Ws a really 
0 1 ~ s n / o l ~ f l l l d n U h y m k I n ? ~  IoVBh'plWtoh- 
1 y ~ l l 1 v s c ~ # t a t d I ?  

~ ~ t d ~ , ~ l o f f m a s k f o r c ~ p l e s o f t a n d l j ~  8 0 1 U S m l o r ~ ~ ~ r a d ~ ~  
-3s  -I.+ think anlmatlon bs such an amazing art fwm I'm really I'm mng on a amon *dm naxt wm the 

,. 2 q u b  awrry anlmabrs and tfia peopk ~ m b , ? h f l  wrklno We 1s " H m r  Super Chum" 
--+$ dmw wmnprounds and all that, 1 just ~ t g  jb s m  PmmMfnO mY film, and I'm walbing to 
+ - A  

g an ~ ~ m i b h  ~ m ,  ~s an ~ e a  m r  h d ,  and mgr On a CQWk of P r o l e  I'm busier not, ms 
: :3 j u t  bdw it to Ih. And I know that the wim$ am often for 
~ : ~ ~ * s * r ~ l i L ~ L h l ~ k o W W h u k l d o n  rrlr*ihllrr rwor*l( 5, or m belm the m. W u g h  they am anlmt- 

adtrkeIsraspkl~g-*nmmrraaee :s Ing ofi ywr wlw, they Im a deRnlPe concept and 
dcwsrgn Mwhd tha t!k@mk 1- Ilke. I kve watchlnp mrmfora I- 

whole idea ad ~ n g  has (IM me an Just do T ~ E  M~Y that m from 
to a ~ ~ M O l l ~ n g  CBitOOnl for doing It Is ywrself. If you've got the drlve aml the 

of my  fa^ MI excuse to a desln and w want to try, as 3fm~la  as p ~ n p  

for a low lq time-b come. one foot in front of the other, be it going to a theater ;*'-- 
F 

school or cheddnp out somebody yw know who does 

-mm- . . . _  . ft already and asldng them to glve you a hand. I really 
mint m just as simpla as giving II a po. haurs tl. m I p r m a -  

Oh. ves. I'm a Ruoe &#-fan. Wlwe. Oh. and worst thlng you can say is, What would have hap- k r ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ m ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  

fhe'ihralt ~ b n w  f l i h , ' ~ n o l v  dad paned If.. .? f 


